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SHINING 3D COMPANY BACKGROUND
Aoralscan 3 by Shining 3D is one of the most popular intraoral scanners (IOS) from 
China. It is a scanner I have been asked to review countless times, and I am glad to 
(finally) be able to share this with you. 

Aoralscan 3 was released on the 12th of September, 2021. It is another affordable, 
scanner-only device but comes with much better software than most Chinese scanners 
we have reviewed, in fact, better software than many mainstream scanners too.

We have been testing this scanner for months. The team at iDD was fortunate to receive 
one of the first Aoralscan 3 units in New Zealand and the entire Oceania region. The 
following review goes over our experiences and how this scanner compares to all others 
on the market.

Shining 3D is not a newcomer to dentistry like many other emerging IOS companies. 
The company was founded in 2004 and developed its own 3D digitizing and additive 
manufacturing technologies, owning over 300 patents and more than 100 copyrights. It 
has more than 17 years of experience in the high-precision 3D digital products industry, 
which shows in many aspects, such as its software development.

Shining 3D provides fully integrated 3D digital dental solutions, from obtaining 3D data 
with 3D scanners for lab and intraoral 3D scanners for clinics to 3D printers.

In 2018, the company released its first dental DLP printer, the AccuFab-D1, and in 2019, 
they released their first intraoral scanner, the Aoralscan. Since 2019 the company has 
released two developments of their intraoral scanner, the Aoralscan 2 and Aoralscan 3. 

The Aoralscan 3, released on 12th September 2021, promises fast scan speeds, high 
accuracy, and an intelligent AI. It is also under 11,000 USD. So how does this scanner 
compare to other scanners dominating the low-cost scanner space? Let’s go over it all.

Disclaimer - no conflict of interest. This is an objective review of the Aoralscan 3 intraoral 
scanner. The team at iDD remains unwaveringly committed to providing you with 
impartial and trustworthy information. Shining 3D had no part in writing this review or 
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restricting any conclusions iDD makes in our thorough analysis and clinical use of these 
products. A big thank you to Zubbin from the 3D Printer Store for supplying us with this 
unit for testing.

Enjoy the unbiased review of Aoralscan 3 by Shining 3D.

Everything that comes in the box. The Aoralscan 3 is high quality and is beautifully packaged. 
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AORALSCAN 3 REVIEW OVERVIEW

AORALSCAN 3 SCANNING SPEED
The Aoralscan 3 intraoral scanner is a high-performance scanner. It is very fast and 
provides a smooth scanning experience. It can be considered one of the best Chinese 
scanners on the market. The scanning process is efficient, and the AI is excellent.

This scanner has impressive scan speeds especially given its very low cost, under 
$11,000 USD. Considering scan speed alone, it competes with much more expensive 
scanners on the market, such as Medit, TRIOS, iTero, etc.

For its price, it is truly impressive. We achieved full-arch scans easily within 30-35 
seconds.

Anyone familiar with typical IOS scan strategies will be able to use this scanner. This 
scanner is used similarly to all other IOS on the market.

It is equipped with intelligent algorithms to make the scanning process enjoyable. 
Soft tissue is removed automatically and accurately, and bite registrations are fast. 
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The scanner quickly finds its place again when the scan is paused and restarted. 
Furthermore, it has the best scanning AI we have since in a Chinese product.

When taking a scan using the Aoralscan 3, the scanning image fabricated by the 
software has a realistic but not life-like appearance. It is a rendering to look close to 
reality but misses the mark somewhat. The scans typically have quite high exposure, 
even when brightness calibration (more on that later) is carried out, and translucent 
areas (incisal edges) appear grey sometimes.

After a refinement phase of the workflow, the scans are processed. After processing, 
some artifacts are taken care of by the software, and the final scan images look more 
realistic.

There are no loading screens between each scan stage during the scanning workflow, 
making the workflow fast and efficient.

Very brief processing occurs when switching between jaw scans, but this is barely 
noticeable. Instead, the majority of the processing occurs after all scans are completed.

This final post-processing took about 3-5 minutes for most cases on our high-
performance laptop.

The software also presents several onscreen tips during the workflow to help you learn 
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to scan and perform the workflow correctly. Overall, it’s an excellent scanning experience, 
especially for beginners.

Scanning tips and tricks pop up throughout the workflow.

AORALSCAN 3 SCANNER SIZE & ERGONOMICS
The Aoralscan 3 is super ergonomic and is a huge improvement over the Aoralscan 2. It 
fits comfortably in the user’s hand and has a narrow scanning tip that makes it enjoyable 
to scan with.

The scanner weighs 240 grams, meaning it is one of the lighter scanners on the market, 
similar to Medit. For reference, the weights of other scanners in this price range: Heron 
IOS (150 grams), Medit i700 (245 g), Medit i500 (280 g), and Helios 600 (198 g). The 
more expensive scanners on the market are much heavier than the Aoralscan 3, such as 
the 3Shape TRIOS 4 (340g), CEREC Primescan (457 - 525g), or iTero Element 5D (~500g).

The exact dimensions of the scanner are 281 mm × 33 mm × 46 mm, making it one of 
the smallest intraoral scanners on the market in 2022 and one of the lightest.

The Aoralscan 3 is one of the smallest and lightest scanners on the market.
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Inside the box, the scanner comes with five scanning tips that are not reversible and only 
fit one way. Four of these scanning tips are the ‘adult’ size, and one scanning tip is ‘child’ 
size. The scanning tip sizes are as follows - adult and child sizes - 16 mm × 12 mm and 
12 mm × 9 mm, respectively. A protective cap for the scanner is also included when a 
scanning tip is not being used. 

The Aoralscan 3 scanner tips are quite long. This extended length scanner head is said to 
be specifically designed by the company in order to avoid the operator’s fingers touching 
the inside patient’s mouth, avoiding any artefacts of capturing the fingers.  

The Aoralscan 3 comes with 5 scanning tips. Adult and child sizes are shown.

The Aoralscan 3 only has one button and a non-detachable USB-B cord that fits into a 
power adapter. Once plugged in, the scanner automatically turns on without a dedicated 
power button. The scanner button is used to start and stop the scan.

The scanner also has a LED ring at the base of the scanner and a small LED just above 
the scanning button. These give the user visual feedback about the status of the scanner, 
as follows:

• Green ‘Breathing’ (fading out and lighting up) color when plugged in and on stand-
by mode

• Constant Green color when connected to the software and scanning is taking place

• Blue color when the scanner has lost its place during scanning  
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This LED ring is an excellent visual cue of the scanning process combined with the on-
screen software instructions and the sounds played during scanning.

The LED ring shows you the scan and connection status.

The scanner has some excellent added benefits, such as a remote control function built 
into the scanner using a motion detector, similar to Medit and TRIOS. The remote control 
feature works great and is well-executed in the software.

This feature enables you to navigate the entire software without touching the computer, 
and it is effortless. Double click the scanner button to progress through the workflow 
(jaw scans) or click and hold the button, and a menu pops up with four options - next, 
back, delete or view the model. You chose your option by waving the scanner in one of 
four directions.

The Aoralscan 3 also has a base to hold the scanner when not used. This base cannot 
be wall-mounted, and it is sleek and ergonomic. The base has a small footprint which is 
appreciated. One cool thing about the Aoralscan 3 scanner base is that it has a function.

When the scanner is docked on the base, it automatically goes into standby mode. Once 
picked up, it automatically starts and is primed to begin scanning.

The scanner as a whole feels like it has good production quality. It does not feel like a 
cheap product and is impressive for the cost.
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The Aoralscan 3 on its base. It is ergonomic and modern looking.

The weakest point in terms of ergonomics for the Shining 3D is that it requires a power 
adapter. Although this was normal two years ago, these days, we are seeing more and 
more scanners remove the power adapter requirement and just run off USB alone. We 
would have loved to see that here too. Perhaps in the next generation Aoralscan device.

The scanner is plug and play, therefore connected to a suitable laptop/computer by USB 
3.0 and used with the associated scanner software. There are a few cables to consider 
when setting it up.

The scanner only has one USB cable to its power adapter, which has two cables to the 
computer of choice and power source.

A common problem with USB scanners is cable management. If you are using a laptop, 
the laptop will need to be plugged into a power source during use.

Running any scanner on laptop battery power alone is not recommended as the CPU will 
not be running at full capacity. All these cables can look quite messy without a dedicated 
set-up.
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The Aoralscan 3 requires a power adapter. There are a number of cables required as shown.

The scanner comes with a fabric travel case like a hard-shell suitcase, branded with 
the Shining 3D logo on the front. These travel cases have become standard with USB 
scanners and can be used to transport the scanner around.

Many things come with the scanner, including a pair of stone models that is quite 
peculiar. These models are for scanning practice and have several pre-prepared teeth. A 
little strange to include stone models in a digital device, haha. The company has since 
moved to include 3D printed models inside the box for practice.

Finally, there is also a dedicated cart solution designed and sold by Shining 3D. We did 
not try this, so we cannot comment. But it is nice that the company offers this as we feel 
carts are better solutions, especially when moving the scanner between surgeries.

Everything that comes with the Aoralscan 3 by Shining 3D.
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AORALSCAN 3 INBUILT FAN
The Aoralscan 3 IOS has an inbuilt fan in the scanner to prevent fogging. It makes it 
much easier to scan in the mouth without condensation issues on the scanner tip.

The inbuilt fan works well but requires about 1-2 minutes to warm up completely. 
Thankfully, the scanner software does allow you to bypass the ‘heating-up’ period if you 
wish but tells you in a progress bar when the scanner is sufficiently warm.

Although inbuilt fans are standard with most scanners, some we have tested struggle 
even after extended periods of warm-up time. We have found that the Aoralscan 3 fan 
works well, and no complaints here.

The fan vents at the back of the Aoralscan 3. 

AORALSCAN 3 FULL ARCH SCANNING
The Aoralscan 3 handles full-arch scans very well. On scanning speed and flow alone, 
this scanner can compete with much more expensive IOS on the market.

It has an impressive scan speed, impressive AI, picks up when it is stopped quickly, and 
an inbuilt fan that prevents fogging and enables long periods of uninterrupted scanning. 
It is used with a similar scanning protocol as all other scanners.

Using the Aoralscan 3, we could carry out full arch scans within 30-35 seconds. We 
tested full arches, quadrants, metals, and edentulous areas, and it did a good job 
regardless.

https://instituteofdigitaldentistry.com
https://instituteofdigitaldentistry.com


Visit instituteofdigitaldentistry.com to learn more about CAD/CAM, intraoral  
scanners, mills, 3D printers and get in-depth online training on the latest  
systems and their ideal clinical use and applications.

Aoralscan 3 Intraoral Scanner Review | the latest IOS 
by Shining 3D – the best low-cost IOS?

13

Examples of scans taken with the Aoralscan 3.

AORALSCAN 3 ACCURACY
Regarding accuracy, no research exists about the Aoralscan 3, which can be said about 
most new scanners. The technology is simply outpacing research. We have personally 
used the scanner to fabricate crown and bridge restorations within our clinic with no 
problem.

We test all scanners on the market and compare scans of the same tooth preparation 
using multiple different scanners. We could not see a significant deviation when 
comparing scans taken using the Aoralscan 3 to other IOS devices and even a lab 
scanner (using Geomagic Control software).

However, there is a clear difference in the detail of the rendered colour scan detail. The 
scans from Aoralscan 3 are a little less detailed when using normal mode. Not the worst 
colour scan render we have seen, but not the highest quality. Somewhere in the middle. 
You can see this in the images below. This can be improved if you use the HD mode.

Please note none of this colour data is used in the manufacturing of a crown, one way to 
see the accuracy is in the graph below. The color render is a nice way to see the scan in 
a more realistic way and see the gingiva and margins rather than a single colour.

https://instituteofdigitaldentistry.com
https://instituteofdigitaldentistry.com


Visit instituteofdigitaldentistry.com to learn more about CAD/CAM, intraoral  
scanners, mills, 3D printers and get in-depth online training on the latest  
systems and their ideal clinical use and applications.

Aoralscan 3 Intraoral Scanner Review | the latest IOS 
by Shining 3D – the best low-cost IOS?

14

The same preps were scanned on the same day with six different scanners. (Shining 3D Aoralscan 3 is the 
second from the top). All scans meshed together in software to compare accuracy. We noted no discernable 

difference in scanner accuracy.

Overall the Aoralscan 3 scanner performs very well for various indications from single 
crowns, implant scans, edentulous sites, and deep preps. We had no issues. It also has a 
22mm scan depth which can be useful scanning narrow or deep spaces.

Using the scanner properly and controlling the scanning field correctly will result in a 
good scan. Poor usage will result in poor scans. Just like any other scanner, the operator 
is the key.

Here you can see the tessellated mesh with all the vertices of the scans compared. 
Note the more complex detail in the CEREC Primescan and Medit i700 scans this also 
contributes to a better rendered result in the colour scan.
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Below is a comparison of a metal tooth scan in both colour and mono, notice the more 
complex details from the Primescan but still a very admirable job for the Aoralscan 3 
considering it is a quarter the price.

The Aoralscan 3 also has a ‘refined scan’ setting similar to ‘HD scan’ seen in other 
scanner devices. This setting seems to create a higher resolution image with more tightly 
bundled meshes as shown below.
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Yellow model = CEREC Primescan. Green = Aoralscan 3 normal mode.  
Purple = Aoralscan 3 ‘refined scan’ mode.

One nice workflow feature we liked was that as soon as you finish your bite registration 
(which is very quickly aligned by the software), the scanner automatically shows you a 
heat map of the occlusion straight away without having to click into a menu. It is just 
instant as soon as bite registration is complete. This makes a lot of sense and is a great 
workflow improvement over standard.

Final processing of full-arch scans takes about 3-5 minutes. Which we would say is 
about average across all scanners. Not the most optimized post-processing, but not the 
slowest.

Aoralscan 3 handles arches, edentulous sites and metals well.

Examples of scans taken with the Aoralscan 3.
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AORALSCAN 3 CALIBRATION
The Aoralscan 3 scanner comes with one of the largest calibration tools we have ever 
seen. Unlike other calibration devices, you do not have to manually do anything. Insert 
the scanner (with no scanning tip) into the calibration tool, and the rest is automated. 
This calibration tool also needs to be plugged into the computer by USB. It uses power 
from the USB to automate the process. Sounds good on paper.

The issue is that this is the slowest calibration I have ever seen in a scanner. Calibration 
takes a very long time, around 8 minutes when we timed it, and 5 minutes on a recent 
update. That is not a big deal if calibration is done routinely at the start of the day, for 
instance, but it will be a grueling wait if you need to calibrate while the patient is in the 
chair. They need to make this process faster. Thankfully, you can still scan if it is overdue 
for calibration. 

Calibration usually needs to be done every 2-3 weeks, and the software does a great job 
of reminding you.

The Aoralscan 3 calibration tool is the largest on the market. Also requires USB connection.

One other unique feature is a ‘brightness’ calibration. This is thankfully much faster than 
the standard calibration, and I can only assume it controls the exposure setting / ISO of 
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the sensor. As generally, the images of the Aoralscan 3 look very bright.

Although many scanners are ‘calibration-free’ these days, the benefit of not needing a 
calibration tool is that the user does not have to worry about calibrating the scanner 
before cases. The downside is that the user will not know if scanner accuracy is optimal 
and whether the scanner is performing correctly.

Calibration is easy to carry out with many prompts on the screen.

The software guides you through calibration. But this process takes a very long time.

SHINING 3D AORALSCAN 3 SOFTWARE
The software that runs the Aoralscan 3 scanner is called Dental Launcher. You can install 
the software by running the application inside the USB with the scanner.

The Aoralscan 3 software is easily the best out of all Chinese scanners tested by iDD so 
far. Frankly, it is better than many scanners on the market, for that matter.

The software is modern-looking, easy to use, simplified, aesthetic, and loaded with 
excellent features. Chinese scanners are catching up on the software game.
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Modern and aesthetic looking software. Intuitive and easy to use.

The software is designed in a way that is intuitive and efficient. Essential scanner 
software functions such as analyzing occlusion or reduction space, editing scans, 
removing any scan data, etc., are all present in the software.

It also has extra features not commonly seen in other low-cost scanners, like undercut 
analysis, margin line placement, scan coordinate adjustment, and direct exocad 
exporting.

All these features work well and are highly polished for the most part. It is very 
impressive for an affordable intraoral scanner.

A number of tools are included such as undercut analysis and margin line tools.

Shining 3D provides even more with this offering by having fully-fledged cloud-based 
storage for scans. You can send cases to anyone who has an Aoralscan 3 Cloud 
account. When using the workflow, everything is stored locally, and it is up to you to 
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move it to the cloud manually.

Did I mention it also has apps? This is the only Chinese scanner that has incorporated 
multiple scanner apps into the software - model builder, orthodontic simulation and an 
‘Oral Health Report’ - a unique innovation.

Cases are presented in a unique and intuitive way.

AORALSCAN 3 ORTHODONTIC SIMULATION
Orthodontic Simulation is a fantastic addition to the Shining 3D software. I am surprised 
that such a low-cost scanner has this application as most don’t. In fact, most scanners 
double or triple the cost of Aoralscan 3 don’t.

As many already know, Ortho Simulators create an orthodontic alignment animation 
after you have taken full arch scans. You can find these simulators in Carestream Dental, 
Medit, TRIOS, and iTero scanners.

The Aoralscan 3 Ortho Simulator is fantastic for what it is. It is a communication tool that 
works very well and is highly automated with accurate automatic teeth segmentation. 
The tooth setups (all done by the AI) look good, and it is just a very well-done piece of 
software. Easy to use and excellent results.

Typically these simulators can be a little hit and miss, but the Shining 3D version seems 
to do well. This version is like the Medit ortho simulator but easier to use, requiring just a 
few clicks and making the entire workflow intuitive. It does have fewer features, however.
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I was most impressed by the tooth setup carried out automatically as the AI aligned the 
teeth. The Orthodontic Simulator includes automatic segmentation of all the teeth, which 
is done close to perfect every time we tested it. It even picks up missing teeth correctly, 
and any refinements needed are done easily.

The Orthodontic Simulation produced by the Shining 3D software is interactive, 
but it does not have fully-fledged modification tools. Because it is intended as a 
communication tool, these simulations look great and are a powerful motivation tool for 
patients interested in orthodontics/aligners—a great addition to the software.

Ortho Simulation using Aoralscan 3 is automated and efficient. Great communication tool.

Invisalign users: for those of you who provide Invisalign treatment for your patients, 
Align will NOT accept Aoralscan 3 scans for Invisalign treatment. You will need to 
consider other aligner options. This is no reflection of the scanner itself.

AORALSCAN 3 MODEL BUILDER AKA 
ACCUDESIGN

The Aoralscan 3 Model Builder app is another excellent addition to the software. This 
allows you to quickly and easily design printable 3D models from your scans within a few 
clicks. It is pretty fitting for a company that also sells 3D printers.

These model files can be made from any scan and are ready for printing. Not a unique 
software to Shining 3D Aoralscan 3 as a model builder application comes with many 
scanners such as Medit, iTero, 3Shape, and Carestream. But, Aoralscan 3 is significantly 
more affordable than those scanners, and no other low-cost scanner has this lineup of 
apps.
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This Model Builder software is easy to use. Within 2-3 clicks, you can have a perfectly 
printable model. Typically users have to use other software such as Meshmixer to 
achieve this. Still, now it is all done within the software, within a few clicks.

Shining 3D seems to have taken some inspiration from Medit, as they have created a 
software with the same strengths. The model building process is very streamlined and 
gives you several options for your bases. You can easily choose the thickness and height, 
hollow or solid, drain holes or not, add text, etc. It is an impressive software addition.

Chinese scanners have caught up in scanning speed, but most do not compete on 
software. This is changing. The Shining 3D software is missing only a smile design 
software to have a complete lineup. It is impressive to see these software apps done so 
well in a low-cost Chinese intraoral scanner.

AccuDesign model builder looks rudimentary but works well.

AORALSCAN 3 EASE OF USE
As with almost every scanner on the market these days, the Aoralscan software does 
very well in making the workflow straightforward. Ease of use comes from the software 
that supports the hardware. Overall the entire software has a level of polish you don’t 
typically see in Chinese products and is well thought out.

Everything works very well, from creating cases and sending them to the multiple 
scanner apps. The software that runs Aoralscan 3 is fantastic and nice to see in an 
economical product. 

When using the scanner daily, the workflow is intuitive. It follows a simple step-by-step 
progression that is identical across almost every scanner on the market.
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The typical workflow is as follows:

• Filling out the patient details and order form

• Scanning the preparation

• Scanning the opposing teeth 

• Scanning the bite

Order forms are easy to understand and modern-looking.

I find it hard to find downsides with this scanner software. All I can say is that it 
doesn’t have as many tools as Medit, but it is excellent, primarily because of the cost. 
Additionally, if we are picky, the indication options, e.g., full crown, pontic, inlay, etc., are 
not the most extensive.

You will likely need to clarify your indications in the notes tab or your lab’s personal lab 
sheet. Apart from that, it is delightful to use the software.

Shining 3D software does not design any prosthetics nor has any design aspects. 
Essentially the Aoralscan 3 is just a scanner with no CAD design software apart from a 
model builder. For those looking to carry out the entire workflow in-house, this scanner 
will need to be combined with third-party CAD software and milling machines.

One positive aspect is that the Aoralscan does have exocad exporting capabilities.

Overall the software user interface is modern and works well. It is a very impressive 
Chinese product and a low-cost offering. This software is easily in the top 5 scanners on 
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the market, and it does a lot of things right.

Software is easy to use with clear and intuitive buttons.

OPEN OR CLOSED ARCHITECTURE
The Aoralscan 3 is an open scanner, and the software enables easy exporting of scans in 
multiple different formats. This includes STL but also PLY, OBJ, and exocad file types.

You will primarily use STL, the most widely accepted scanning format across labs and 
software. One key distinction is that the STL file is NOT a color file. Although the scanner 
scans in color, you will be designing on a monochrome model when exporting in STL and 
opening in design software.

PLY or OBJ files include color details, and it is great to see this being offered as an export 
option. The software makes exporting scans straightforward from both the software and 
the cloud.

Exporting of scans in multiple different file types is done automatically once the case is 
completed. This is stored locally with several additional files, as shown below.
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Exporting is simple and easy to do after scanning. STL PLY and OBJ options exist.

All the files exported including this interesting mesh of intraoral photographs automatically generated.

SHINING 3D AORALSCAN 3 PRICE
The Aoralscan 3 scanner is one of the most affordable scanners. The recommended 
retail price of the scanner is $10,999 USD. Take note - the retail price may vary slightly 
according to local tax policies and other factors, so check with your local distributor or 
reseller.

Regardless, at this price point, the Aoralscan 3 is an entry-level scanner and easily one of 
the most affordable IOS on the market. And for what you get, it is pretty darn impressive. 
For under $11,000, you get a very well-performing scanner with great software.
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An ongoing cost you need to consider is the scanning heads. Aoralscan 3 has removable 
and autoclavable scanning heads, which provide ideal cross-infection control. This 
feature has become the norm across the entire IOS market.

The autoclavable scanning heads have a limit of 100 autoclave cycles at 134 degrees 
Celsius, after which they will need to be replaced. Scanning heads are sold individually at 
$45 USD each ($0.45 USD per patient) .

A range of intraoral scanners here at the Institute of Digital Dentistry arranged by price. 
Left to right - Most expensive to least expensive

Lastly make sure you buy a computer/laptop with 
sufficient specs. The current recommended specs 
for this scanner are:

• Processor: Intel Core i7-8700 or higher

• Memory: 16GB or more

• Hard drive: 256 GB SSD or above

• Graphics card: NVIDIA ® RTX 2060 6GB 
DDR3 or higher

• Others: More than two Type-A USB 3.0 (or 
higher) ports

• Operating system: Windows 10 Professional 
(64-bit) or later versions of Windows 
operating systems

• Optional: Touch screen

https://instituteofdigitaldentistry.com
https://instituteofdigitaldentistry.com


Visit instituteofdigitaldentistry.com to learn more about CAD/CAM, intraoral  
scanners, mills, 3D printers and get in-depth online training on the latest  
systems and their ideal clinical use and applications.

Aoralscan 3 Intraoral Scanner Review | the latest IOS 
by Shining 3D – the best low-cost IOS?

27

AORALSCAN 3 YEARLY FEES / SUBSCRIPTION
The Aoralscan 3 has no yearly fees or subscription costs.

The omission of subscription/yearly fees is becoming increasingly common in the IOS 
market. Low cost and subscription-free are how these Chinese scanners will penetrate 
the market.

Aoralscan 3 has a decent cloud storage service with the scanner. Surprisingly, it also is 
free. Who knows if this stays like this forever, however.

So absolutely no ongoing fees for using the scanner itself, only the scanner heads.
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AORALSCAN 3 REVIEW SUMMARY

PROS
a	 Very fast scanner

a	 Good ergonomics

a	 Under $11,000 USD

a	 No yearly fees

a	 Excellent software + model builder 
& ortho simulator

cons
	 Scan image resolution is not the 

best

In summary, this is our in-depth review of the Aoralscan 3 intraoral scanner by Shining 
3D. Overall, the Aoralscan 3 impressed us in many ways. It is an economical scanner 
option. It is fast, easy to use, and does many things right from hardware to software and 
everything in-between. When you also consider that this is one of the most economical 
scanners on the market, it makes it even better. 

The Aoralscan 3 scanner impressed us in many ways, and we did not expect such a 
significant upgrade compared to the previous generation Aoralscan 2 and 1. We tried the 
predecessor back in IDS 2019 and gave it mostly a 1-2 star rating. This is a completely 
improved scanner in every way.

https://instituteofdigitaldentistry.com
https://instituteofdigitaldentistry.com


Visit instituteofdigitaldentistry.com to learn more about CAD/CAM, intraoral  
scanners, mills, 3D printers and get in-depth online training on the latest  
systems and their ideal clinical use and applications.

Aoralscan 3 Intraoral Scanner Review | the latest IOS 
by Shining 3D – the best low-cost IOS?

29

The scanner performance alone is impressive. It is fast and smooth to scan with. We 
could take full arch scans easily within 30-40 seconds. The software has a level of polish 
and usability not commonly seen in the low-cost end of the market. Then you learn 
about all the software applications that come with the Aoralscan 3, which sweetens the 
deal even more.

Applications such as the orthodontic simulator and model builder work very well. These 
are not just cheap add-ons for the sake of having them, instead are well executed and 
can be utilized on a day-to-day basis. The only thing missing is a smile design simulator, 
but I have no doubt that Shining 3D will continue to build on this excellent software. This 
collection of software applications is rare across the entire scanner market, especially in 
low-cost scanners.  

The main downside of the scanner is that it still requires a power adaptor (minor gripe) 
and the fact that the resolution of the scans appear a little low resolution. They are not 
the worst I have seen but not the best either. The algorithm used to capture the data 
seems to smoothen it out a lot, and when compared to some higher-end scanners, it has 
fewer details. This doesn’t seem to have a clinical significance, however. 

Apart from that, we can see the merits of the Aoralscan 3 as a stand-alone scanner 
option compared to other products. This scanner is less than half the cost of many 
others and performs to a very high standard. 

For those looking to carry out CAD/CAM in-house (which we highly recommend every 
dentist looks into), this scanner may not be the best to invest in. This is not a reflection of 
the Aoralscan 3, but instead because CEREC and TRIOS offer better workflows for same-
day dentistry.

The scanner market is heating up. For those who want a scanner to take digital 
impressions and send them to a lab, the Aoralscan 3 is a scanner I can easily 
recommend. For a few thousand more in this price bracket, you can also buy a Medit 
i600 when it becomes available. These two scanners are the best-overall low-cost 
scanners. Many scanners have decent scanning speeds but lack the software. Aoralscan 
3 by Shining 3D does well in both. 
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It is incredible how the price point for intraoral scanners has dropped over the years. 
Shining 3D shows us you can provide a premium scanner at the lowest end of the 
scanner market cost. You can now get an excellent product for under $11K USD. This is 
beneficial for all dental professionals worldwide. It will enable more adoption for those 
worried about the initial investment cost or those in emerging markets who cannot afford 
the prices 3Shape and CEREC demand.
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THE STORY BEHIND 

THE INSTITUTE OF DIGITAL DENTISTRY
The Institute of Dental Dentistry is an organisation that is created to bring together dental 
professionals that are passionate about digital dentistry and its possibilities. 

One of our aims is to promote the many facets of digital dentistry and how it can revolutionise 
your practice and make dentistry more enjoyable and insightful for you and your patients.

Our goal is to help our colleagues within the dental profession to take the first steps into the 
digital world.  The technology is available, the clinical experience and guidance are not. 

Unfortunately, there are very few 3rd party independent course providers to help guide dentists 
into digital dentistry and help them master these cutting-edge tools.

The sheer amount of choice can be overwhelming, especially when each representative says 
their intraoral scanner, mill or 3D printer and software is the best. 

This is why we publish articles and provide training, to give you an impartial opinion that is not 
sponsored by any company yet is informed by real world clinical application experience.

We have absolutely no ties or sponsorship with any of these companies and like our popular 
article, Battle of the CAD/CAM Titans, we have made this as objective as possible. 

The information we share is based on our own experience and findings. We want to give you the 
most transparent overview to help you on your digital dentistry journey.

We aim to create a place where dental professionals can come together and share findings, 
thoughts and experiences about digital dentistry. 

We also aim to provide courses that will help clinicians learn and master the many aspects of 
digital dentistry and help make them more confident and proficient in this ever-growing branch 
of dentistry. 

iDD stands for advanced, innovative and cutting-edge training in CAD/CAM technology.
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MEET THE TEAM
Dr Hamid Al-Hassiny has been practicing dentistry in New Zealand for 18 

years. He runs a state of the art 7-chair dental practice in Wellington, 
New Zealand and has dedicated himself to utilising the most advanced 
dental technology. An early adopter of CAD/CAM technology, Hamid 
has been using CAD/CAM for more than 10 years during which he 
has completed over 3000 digital restorations.

Hamid has advanced clinical experience in three different CAD/CAM 
systems: CEREC, Trios and Planmeca, and uses all 3 systems daily in 

his practice in many fields of dentistry including single tooth dentistry, 
full mouth rehab, digital smile design and dental implants. He has an 

infectious drive for mastering digital dentistry, helping teach his associates the 
many facets of CAD/CAM dentistry and its benefits.

During his career Hamid has completed hundreds of hours of CPD focussing on the digital work 
flow. He is very experienced in the most up to date techniques and technologies, establishing 
iDD as a way to help dentists master CAD/CAM. Having been to hundreds of courses in the past, 
Hamid knows what ma kes an excellent hands-on course and has ta ken this insight to establish 
successful hands-on focussed CAD/CAM courses.

Dr Ahmad Al-Hassiny is a driven and passionate dentist who has a strong 
focus on the digital workflow. Graduating from the University of Otago 

in 2015 with First Class Honours and being awarded many Clinical 
and Research prizes, he has continued his pursuit of excellence in 
dentistry.

Having been trained at Otago solely using analogue and traditional 
techniques, Dr Ahmad is fortunate to adopt CAD/CAM and digital 

dentistry very early on in his dental career which has allowed him to 
focus on developing his skills in this field.

Dr Ahmad understands the benefits of digital dentistry and how this can 
positively change daily dental practice. Following in his father’s footsteps and working alongside 
him, Dr Ahmad has been exposed and involved in many aspects of complex dentistry including 
CAD/CAM full mouth rehabilitation and smile design.

Helping run courses with Dr Hamid, he helps provide dentists with the confidence and 
perspective of adopting these techniques and the benefits it can have early on in their career. 
Dr Ahmad empowers dentists to bring their practice and procedures into the digital age which 
enables them to reap the many benefits of CAD/CAM and digital dentistry.
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LET’S GET SOCIAL!
Connect with us to get the latest CAD/CAM news and training.

Visit instituteofdigitaldentistry.com to learn more about 

CAD/CAM, intraoral scanners, mills, 3D printers and 

software and get in-depth training on the latest systems 

and the ideal clinical use and applications.
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